Indiana-NAFTO Selects Sheraton to Host 2006 NAFTO National Conference

Indianapolis, Indiana: Thursday July 28, 2005 came and went with a bang for the Indiana-NAFTO Board tasked with the chore of selecting the host hotel for NAFTO's 2006 National Conference. After narrowing the list down to five, Indiana-NAFTO Board members’ Rob Smith, Shannon Bunger, Chuck Knoll, and Steve Kellams came to a unanimous decision to select the Sheraton Hotel at Keystone at the Crossing. The hotel itself is a palace, the room rate is $87 per night with available suite upgrades for a few dollars more, the attractions around the hotel are fantastic with a designer mall attached to the hotel, and hospitality from the hotel management that outclassed the field!

A few things different for attendees at the upcoming event are:

1. Texas Holdum Tournament with prizes for the top finishers on Sunday evening.

2. Track Attack on Monday: there will be a pre-registration for this event, so sign up early, there are limited slots to race!

3. There will be a shuttle offered on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday to get you to and from the Indy 500 Museum and Track Tour (This is a must, very cool).

4. Keynote speaker Lt. Col. Dave Grossman will lecture all day Monday. Martial artist and defensive tactic instructor Tony Blauer will be conducting mini training seminars on the S.P.E.A.R. self-defense system on Tuesday and Wednesday. Former Sig-Sauer Range Master and Firearms Training Expert Bank Miller will be another keynote speaker.

5. Break out sessions will also include NRA instructor Ken Vogel and his AVOPS (Armed Vehicle Operations) course, Bruce Sokolove, Tony Iopchi on FTO liability law updates, Dan Dewolf, Sgt. J.R. Parrow with a live K9 demonstration of cell extractions using K9 officers, and many others.

Other items of interest are a hospitality room scheduled for each night of the conference to keep up on networking, baseball trips to the AA Indianapolis Indians, and golfing at the Indy 500 golf course (greens fees are about $100). 

Family attractions have not been forgotten as the downtown area boasts a beautiful aquarium with a dolphin exhibit that is second to none. The Children’s Museum which is the world’s largest and voted number 1 in the Midwest. A Children’s Zoo, paddleboats on the riverfront, and interactive butterfly exhibit for the kids. The NCAA Hall of Champions Museum, the Indianapolis Museum of Art, and also the Eiteljorn Museum of American Indians and Western Art, and don’t forget Conner Prairie where yesteryear is brought back to life right in before of your eyes!

This is shaping up very nicely and the expectations are high this will be the best conference yet!

I can not wait to see you in Indianapolis!

Chuck Knoll

1st Vice President

NAFTO
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(Caption) Indiana-NAFTO Board members’ Rob Smith, Shannon Bunger, Chuck Knoll, and Steve Kellams after an exhilarating ride in Track Attack’s SCAA’s spec racer capable of speeds of 120 mph.

